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<Abstract>

The Contribution of Linguistics to Bible Translation
Yesterday and Today: Part 2

Dr. Ronald Ross

(United Bible Societies America Area Translation Consultant)

In the paper we look at some of the subdisciplines that have sprung out of
linguistics and contributed in changing the role of linguistics in Bible translation.
Most of these subdisciplines have in common that they do not limit their view of
language to the sentence. Rather they frequently analyse larger pieces of text. In the
section on cross-cultural semantics it is argued that languages to not share a
common semantic structure, which implies that most of their words do not mean the
exactly same thing as the words of other languages. And this, of course, has
important implications for translation. In the section on pragmatics, we look at only
two areas within this large field: the cooperation principle and speech acts, two of
the first areas that pragmatics dealt with. In the case of sociolinguistics, we look
specifically at social deixis, or the ways in which interpersonal relationships are
expressed grammatically in some languages. Discourse analysts study the structure
of discourses or texts, the ways in which participants and their roles are tracked.
They also examine the ways that speakers of different languages handle
foregrounding and backgrounding and they how they manage time. Finally,
information structure analyses the variety of ways speakers structure propositions
based on the presumed communication needs of the listener. This has to do with the
information that is present in the linguistic context or the physical environment, the

listener’s presuppositions, etc.
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